
 

 
 

December 20, 2017 
 
 
Ms. Tamara Syrek-Jensen 
Director, Coverage and Analysis Group 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Boulevard 
Baltimore, MD 21224 
 
RE: Proposed Decision Memo for Implantable Cardioverter Defibrillators (CAG-00157R4) 
 
Comments submitted electronically via cms.gov 
 
 
Dear Ms. Syrek-Jensen: 
 
The Society for Cardiovascular Magnetic Resonance (SCMR) appreciates this opportunity to provide 
feedback to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) on the Proposed Decision Memo for 
Implantable Cardioverter Defibrillators.  SCMR is the international professional society representing 
physicians, scientists, technologists and nurses advocating for research, education and clinical excellence 
in the use of cardiovascular magnetic resonance.   

SCMR supports CMS’ intent to add cardiovascular magnetic resonance to the list of diagnostic imaging 
studies that can evaluate left ventricular ejection fraction (LVEF).  We believe rectifying this omission is 
in the best interest of patients.  We also encourage the Agency to review the following literature 
references which support the use of cardiovascular magnetic resonance to evaluate the presence of 
ventricular scarring or infiltration as a finding supporting the indication for ICD implantation. 

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.  If you have questions or require additional 
information please contact Dr. Orlando Simonetti, SCMR CEO, at orlando.simonetti@osumc.edu.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Orlando P. Simonetti, PhD 
Chief Executive Officer, Society for Cardiovascular Magnetic Resonance 
John W. Wolfe Professor in Cardiovascular Research 
Professor of Internal Medicine and Radiology 
The Ohio State University 
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